PAs and HIV-antibody testing. The need for guidelines when the practitioner is at risk. Discussion.
The PA profession should establish guidelines for PAs at risk for infection with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) who wish to be tested for HIV antibody. Confidentiality and anonymity are critical factors, along with the employer's established policies. PAs working in emergency and surgical settings may be at greater professional risk of exposure to HIV; those with personal risk factors may consider being tested if their work exposes them to opportunistic infections. A clearinghouse for information should be established through the American Academy of Physician Assistants and state chapters.